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Read an excerpt from the book:
www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/610817/isaiah-dunn-is-my-hero-by-kelly-j-baptist/

One Book, One City
2023

About the Program
One Book, One City for Kids is an annual reading program that encourages upper elementary students to read and discuss 
the same book. The program also helps to develop a lifelong love of reading among school-age readers, to inspire readers 
to bring story ideas and themes to life through discussion and creative reactions, and to build collaborative ties between 
public libraries, school libraries, and area schools. 

This year’s One Book, One City for Kids selection is Isaiah Dunn Is My Hero by Kelly J. Baptist. You can find out more about 
the program at www.grpl.org/onebook.

About the Book
Isaiah is now the big man of the house. But it’s a lot 
harder than his dad made it look. His little sister,  
Charlie, asks too many questions, and Mama’s gone 
totally silent.

Good thing Isaiah can count on his best friend, Sneaky, 
who always has a scheme for getting around the rules. 
Plus, his classmate Angel has a few good ideas of her 
own—once she stops hassling Isaiah.

And when things get really tough, there’s Daddy’s journal, 
filled with stories about the amazing Isaiah Dunn, a  
superhero who gets his powers from beans and rice.  
Isaiah wishes his dad’s tales were real. He could use 
those powers right about now!

Kelly J. Baptist’s debut novel explores the indomitable 
spirit of a ten-year-old boy and the superhero strength  
it takes to grow up.

Cover illustration by Lacy Jordan

2



Read an interview with the author:
www.rhteacherslibrarians.com/latest-buzz/fresh-voices-kelly-j-baptist/

Author Talk with 
Kelly J. Baptist
Thursday, March 16, 2023 | 1:00 – 2:00 pm
Main Library – 111 Library Street NE
Registration required: www.grpl.org/register

Kelly will discuss her book and writing process. 
She will answer questions from the audience during 
this kid-friendly event. Educators are encouraged to 
bring their class to this one-of-a-kind experience.

About the Author
Kelly J. Baptist was born and raised in the great state 
of Michigan, and although she has lived in Alabama, 
Florida, and Minnesota, she found her way right back 
home. She’s been writing since. . .well, since she learned 
how to write! 

She won the 2015 We Need Diverse Books short  
story contest with “The Beans and Rice Chronicles  
of Isaiah Dunn,” which is included in the middle grade 
anthology Flying Lessons and Other Stories. As a result  
of her work in an urban school district, Kelly felt compelled 
to continue Isaiah’s story with Isaiah Dunn Is My Hero 
and Isaiah Dunn Saves The Day. 

Kelly has also written a picture book, The Electric Slide 
and Kai, and a middle grade novel, The Swag Is In The 
Socks. When she’s not actually writing, Kelly is usually 
thinking about new story ideas…and dreaming of  
palm trees. She keeps beyond busy with her five children, 
who always give her plenty of story ideas and background 
noise to write to.

Find out more about Kelly at www.kellyiswrite.com. 
You can follow Kelly J. Baptist on Twitter  
(twitter.com/kellyiswrite) and Instagram  
(instagram.com/kellyiswrite).
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READING LITERATURE

Key Ideas and Details:

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.5.1
Quote accurately from a text when explaining what  
the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences 
from the text.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.5.2
Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from 
details in the text, including how characters in a story 
or drama respond to challenges or how the speaker 
in a poem reflects upon a topic; summarize the text.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.5.3
Compare and contrast two or more characters, 
settings, or events in a story or drama, drawing  
on specific details in the text (e.g., how  
characters interact).

Craft and Structure:

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.5.4
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they 
are used in a text, including figurative language such 
as metaphors and similes.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.5.5
Explain how a series of chapters, scenes, or stanzas 
fits together to provide the overall structure of a 
particular story, drama, or poem.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.5.6
Describe how a narrator’s or speaker’s point of view 
influences how events are described.

WRITING

Text Types and Purposes:

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.5.1
Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting  
a point of view with reasons and information.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.5.3
Write narratives to develop real or imagined  
experiences or events using effective technique, 
descriptive details, and clear event sequences.

Production and Distribution  
of Writing:

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.5.4
Produce clear and coherent writing in which the  
development and organization are appropriate to 
task, purpose, and audience. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.5.5
With guidance and support from peers and adults, 
develop and strengthen writing as needed by  
planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a  
new approach. 

Research to Build and  
Present Knowledge:

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.5.7
Conduct short research projects that use several 
sources to build knowledge through investigation of 
different aspects of a topic.

Here are some ways you can use the 5th grade Common Core Standards and the Michigan Academic Standards  
while reading Isaiah Dunn Is My Hero.

In your classroom
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SPEAKING AND LISTENING

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.5.1
Engage effectively in a range of collaborative  
discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) 
with diverse partners on grade 5 topics and texts, 
building on others’ ideas and expressing their 
 own clearly.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.5.2
Summarize a written text read aloud or information  
presented in diverse media and formats, including 
visually, quantitatively, and orally.

LANGUAGE

Knowledge of Language:

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.5.3
Use knowledge of language and its conventions 
when writing, speaking, reading, or listening.

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use:

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.5.4
Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and  
multiple meaning words and phrases based on  
grade 5 reading and content, choosing flexibly from  
a range of strategies.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.5.5
Demonstrate understanding of figurative language,  
word relationships, and nuances in word meanings.
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS & 
WRITING PROMPTS
What does it mean to be a hero? How does Isaiah act  
like a hero?

At first, Isaiah doesn’t like Angel, but when he gets  
to know her better, they become friends. When has  
someone turned out different than you expected?

Isaiah discovers that even during hard times, he has  
people in his community he can turn to for help. 
Who can you go to when you need help? 

Isaiah helps the library name a room in honor of  
his father. If you could do the same, what place  
would you choose, and who would you name it for? 

What are some ways you help in your family  
and community?

THEMES WITH RESEARCH  
SUPPORT

Homelessness 

“Child Homelessness: A Growing Crisis”
www.samhsa.gov/homelessness-programs-resources/
hpr-resources/child-homelessness-growing-crisis

“Parents and Kids Talk About Homelessness” 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=CX4TzWdDAFY

“Homelessness from a Child’s Perspective” 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=0UQEoiPajc8

“Homeless Students,” information from the Michigan 
Alliance for Families
www.michiganallianceforfamilies.org/homeless-
students

National Association for the Education of Homeless  
Children and Youth 
naehcy.org

Student Advocacy Center 
www.studentadvocacycenter.org/homeless

Quick Tip!
To access links more  

easily, view the Teacher  
Resource Guide PDF on  
www.grpl.org/onebook. 

Resources
ACTIVITIES
Isaiah and Angel do an activity they call “Poetry 
Transformers” (see pg. 79). They find poems and cut out 
and rearrange the words in them to make new poems.  
Try writing your own poem this way!

In Isaiah’s dad’s stories, Isaiah gets his superpowers from 
beans and rice. What food would give you superpowers? 
Find or write a recipe and share it with your classmates.

Is there a place in your school or community that’s named 
after someone? Research who that person was and why 
they were honored. 

Create a “What You Know, What You Want to Know, What 
You Learned” poster chart for your classroom about any of 
the themes and topics in Isaiah Dunn Is My Hero.
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IF YOU LIKED ISAIAH DUNN  
IS MY HERO…
Booked by Kwame Alexander

Ana Maria Reyes Does Not Live in a Castle by  
Hilda Eunice Burgos

Falling Short by Ernesto Cisneros

Playing the Cards You’re Dealt by Varian Johnson

I’m Ok by Patti Kim

The Season of Styx Malone by Kekla Magoon

From the Desk of Zoe Washington by Janae Marks

No Fixed Address by Susin Nielsen

How to Steal a Dog by Barbara O’Connor

Pay Attention, Carter Jones by Gary D. Schmidt

Ways to Make Sunshine by Renee Watson

Addiction

National Association for Children of Alcoholics,  
Just 4 Kids page 
nacoa.org/families/just-4-kids

“Parental Addiction,” Sesame Street in Communities 
sesamestreetincommunities.org/topics/parental-addiction

“Coping When a Parent Has an Alcohol or Drug Problem” 
kidshealth.org/en/teens/coping-alcoholic.html

Poetry 

Dyer-Ives Poetry Competition. Kids can enter and win  
prizes, just like Isaiah!
www.grpl.org/dyer-ives

Poet Laureate of Grand Rapids
www.grpl.org/poetlaureate

Academy of American Poets 
poets.org/poems-kids

Poetry Foundation 
www.poetryfoundation.org/learn/children

Kinship Care/Fictive Care 

Kinship care is when a child lives with a non-parent 
relative because their parent is unable to care for 
them. Fictive care is when this occurs with a close 
family friend who is not related. 

MSU Kinship Care Resource Center 
kinship.msu.edu

“Gov. Whitmer Proclaims September Kinship  
Care Month” 
www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/inside-mdhhs/ 
newsroom/2022/09/07/kinship-2022
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