Rodney Torreson – Poet Laureate from 2007-2010
In my three years as poet laureate, I had two projects. My main project involved beginning a
website that promotes the poetry of young people in the greater Grand Rapids area and provides
them with articles on the craft of writing poetry, as well introducing them to the work of
established poets. Though I did not build the website, it was designed according to my
specifications, and I selected twelve young poets to serve as my staff, ranging from age 12-18,
all of them being my own students or former students. (The ages of the young writers at
Through the 3rd Eye (throughthe3rdeye.com) six years later, however, range from 14-25 and
include but several of my former students. The others were recommended to me by faculty at
several area colleges.) My second project was editing an anthology of poems written by young
people. The anthology, Cultivating a Sense of Place: Poetry by West Michigan Youth, was
published in 2009, with all of the poems having first appeared on the website.
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